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H  E  A  LT  H  D I-:  PART  M  E  N  T , 


Town  Hall, 

Waterloo, 
May,  1928. 


The  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Urban  District  Council 

of  Waterloo-with-Seaforth. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  your  District  during  the 
year  1927. 

During  the  year  two  outbreaks  of  Measles  occured  in  the 
District,  the  first  and  larger  one  in  Seaforth  and  the  second  in 
Waterloo.  The  amount  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  not  excessive. 
The  various  Acts  relating  to  Infectious  Disease  have  been 
followed.  There  is  a  remarkably  low  Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 
The  progress  which  I  noted  last  year  in  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  work  has  been  maintained  and  mothers  and  their 
children  are  availing  themselves  in  increasing  numbers  of  this 
Department.  A  noteworthy  feature  amongst  adult  deaths  is 
the  large  number  in  which  the  age  is  over  65  years,  namely 
157  out  of  a  total  number  of  deaths  equalling  351. 

The  longer  one  acts  as  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
more  one  is  firmly  convinced  that  poverty  is  not  the  cause  of 
disease,  but  that  disease  is  the  cause  of  poverty.  The  low 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  as  also  the  general  deathrate  point  to 
the  value  which  is  the  attribute  of  preventive  work  which 
ensures  a  high  resistance  against  the  invasion  of  disease. 
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In  common  with  other  Districts  there  is  in  this  District  a 
fair  amount  of  overcrowding  in  the  working  class  dwellings  and 
sublet  premises.  Education  of  the  value  of  the  open  window, 
cleanliness  of  house  and  persons,  as  also  of  proper  clothing, 
dietary  and  habits  has  been  the  great  factor  under  these  con¬ 
ditions  of  keeping  people  healthy. 

In  conclusion,  I  tender  to  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Urban 
District  Council,  also  to  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department, 
and  the  voluntary  workers  comprising  the  Ladies’  Health 
Society,  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  co-operation  and 
support  you  have  afforded  me. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

VINCENT  J.  GLOVER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Annual  Report  for  1927. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Area  (in  acres).-— 986. 

Population  (Census  1921). — 29, 626. 

Population  (Estimated  1926). — For  Birthrate  31,520;  for 
Deathrate,  31,280. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921). — 6,245. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1921). 
7,806  (estimated). 

Rateable  value,  £200,763. 


Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £803. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Births  in  1927 

.  569 

304 

265 

Deaths  in  1927 

.  351 

167 

184 

Rates  per  1*000  of  Population. 

Death-rate 

Rate 

from 

of 

Tuberculosis 

deaths 

of 

under  1 

Birth-  Death- 

Respiratory 

year  to 

rate.  rate. 

System. 

1,000  Births 

Mean  of  5  years, 

- 

1922-1926 

...  18.4  12.1 

1.00 

83 

1926  . 

...  17.8  13.2 

0.91 

108 

1927  . 

18.0  11.2 

0.79 

50 

Increase  or  Decrease 

in 

1927  on  — 

Five  Years’  Average 

-0.4  -0.9 

-0.21 

-33 

Previous  Year... 

...  +0.2  -2.0 

-0.12 

-58 

PHYSICAL 

FEATURES.— The 

Urban  District  of 

Waterloo-with-Seaforth  is  situated  on  the  estuary  of  the  Mersey 
to  the  north  of  Bootle,  and  having  on  its  eastern  boundary 
agricultural  land  for  its  entire  length. 

There  are  two  streams,  one  to  the  north  and  east,  forming  the 
nothern  and  eastern  boundary,  called  the  Warrenhouse  Gutter, 
and  another  to  the  south-east,  which  is  partly  the  southern 
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boundary,  and  is  named  the  Rimrose  Brook.  They  now  for  a 
considerable  distance  in  pipes,  and  are  more  or  less  polluted  by 
the  drainage  received  before  entering  our  District,  but  not  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  be  detrimental  to  health.  The  portions  under  our 
control  are  periodically  cleaned  out  by  the  owners  of  the  land 
adjoining.  The  sub-soil  is  drift  sand  on  a  red  sand-stone  bottom, 
and  the  general  configuration  of  the  district  is  flat.  The  area  of 
the  District,  exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water,  is  740  acres  but 
by  the  Waterloo-with-Seaforth  Local  Board  Act,  1892,  the 
western  boundary  of  the  District  was  declared  to  be  the  line  of 
low-water  mark  of  the  lowest  spring  tide  of  the  estuary  of  the 
River  Mersey,  which  gives  a  total  of  1,524  acres. 

OPEN  SPACES.— This  District  is  well  provided  with  open 
spaces,  as  there  are  three  recreation  grounds,  one  at  the  south 
end  containing  about  It  acres,  and  one  near  the  middle  of  45 
acres.  There  is  also  a  park  at  the  north  end  containing  20t  acres. 

BIRTHRATE. — There  were  569  births  registered  in  the 
District  during  the  year  304  were  males,  and  265  females,  which 
gives  a  birthrate  of  18.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  estimated  by 
the  Registrar-General,  which  was  31,520.  Last  year  the  births 
numbered  554,  giving  a  birthrate  of  17.8  per  1,000  per  annum. 
The  birthrate  exceeds  the  deathrate  by  6.8  per  1,000.  The  birth¬ 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  16.7  per  1,000  total  population. 


DEATHRATE.  The  total  number  of  deaths  of  residents 
of  the  District  during  the  year  numbered  351,  shewing  a  deathrate 
of  11.2  per  1,000  per  annum  ;  this  estimate  is  based  on  the  figures 
given  by  the  Registrar  General.  In  1926  there  were  406  deaths, 
giving  a  deathrate  of  13.02  per  1,000  per  annum.  The  deathrate 
for  England  and  Wales  is  12.3  per  1,000  per  annum.  1  am 
satisfied  that  our  population  is  under-estimated,  as  no  credit  is 
given  by  the  Registrar  General  for  the  hundreds  of  new  houses 
erected  during  the  past  few  years. 


The  predominating  cause  of  death  is  Malignant  Disease, 
and  Heart  Disease,  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  Tuberculosis,  and 
Pneumonia  in  descending  order  are  the  other  chief  causes.  The 
more  widely  that  Health  Authorities  diffuse  to  people  the 
importance  of  seeking  medical  advice  when  a  lump  or  swelling 
occurs  in  any  situation,  when  muscular  or  joint  pains  occur,  or 
when  suffering  from  a  cough,  as  also  the  value  of  fresh  air,  the 
open  window,  good  plain  food,  warm  clothing,  baths  and  the 
avoidance  of  alcohol  excess,  the  greater  will  be  the  fall  in  deathrate 
from  these  diseases. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE.— There  were  32  deaths 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  a  deathrate  of  50  per  1,000 
births,  as  compared  with  (SO  deaths  and  a  deathrate  of  108  last 
year. 


Immaturity 

9 

deaths 

Congenital  Diseases 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

5 ) 

Bronchitis  and  other 
Phthisis' 

pulmonary  diseases  than 

1 

>  1 

Convulsions 

...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

J  5 

Castro- Enteritis  and 

Stomach  Disorders 

2 

1  ? 

Rickets  and  Marasmus... 

6 

>  J 

Meningitis 

2 

5  ) 

Various  other  causes 

... 

7 

J  5 

Total  . 

32 

?  1 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  markedly  low.  Immaturity 
heads  the  list,  accounting  for  9  deaths,  the  only  other  notable 
causes  being  Marasmus  and  Rickets  totalling  together  (S  deaths. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. — The  number  of  deaths  of  persons  in 
or  belonging  to  the  District  during  the  year  from  diseases  of  an 
infectious  nature  was  13  which  is  a  death-rate  of  .4  per  1,000. 
The  previous  year  the  deaths  were  25  shewing  a  deathrate  of  .8 
per  1,000. 


Whooping  Cough  ... 
Measles 

Infantile  Diarrhoea... 
Puerpural  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 


2 

2 

5 

1 

2 

1 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Waterloo-with-Seaforth  Urban 

District,  1927. 


Causes  of  Death  (Civilians  Only). 

Males 

Females 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

167 

184 

1. 

Enteric  Fever... 

.  •  * 

... 

— 

1 

2. 

Smallpox 

.  .  . 

— 

- — 

3. 

Measles... 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

— 

4. 

Scarlet  Fever... 

... 

... 

— 

2 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

.  .  . 

.  •  . 

— 

2 

6. 

Diphtheria 

.  .  . 

— 

— 

7. 

Influenza 

.  .  . 

... 

— 

5 

8. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

- — 

9. 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  ... 

.  .  . 

— 

10. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

... 

14 

11 

1  1 . 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

... 

... 

2 

5 

12. 

Cancel',  malignant  disease... 

... 

23 

22 

13. 

Rheumatic  Fever 

... 

— 

— 

14. 

Diabetes 

... 

... 

3 

3 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

... 

... 

13 

12 

16. 

Heart  Disease 

... 

... 

22 

19 

17. 

A  rterio- Sclerosis 

... 

... 

10 

12 

18. 

Bronchitis 

... 

... 

7 

12 

19. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

... 

•  .  • 

12 

1 1 

20. 

Other  respiratory  diseases... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

4 

2 

21 . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

1 

— 

22. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  two  years) 

... 

... 

3 

2 

23. 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis... 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

24. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

1 

1 

25. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

8 

8 

26. 

Puerpural  Sepsis 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

27. 

Other  accidents  and  disease  of  pregnancy 
parturition 

and 

_ 

28. 

Congenital  Debility,  etc. 

.  .  . 

9 

8 

29. 

Deaths  from  violence 

... 

... 

10 

3 

30. 

Other  defined  diseases 

... 

19 

39 

31. 

Suicide  ... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

32. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

— 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Total . 

14 

15 

Illegitimate  ... 

... 

•  •• 

1 

2 

Total  Births 

304 

265 

Legitimate 

.  .  . 

... 

286 

251 

Illegitimate  ... 

... 

-1 

18 

14 

Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1927. 

Tovisional  figures.  The  rates  have  been  calculated  on  a  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1927.  The 
mortality  rates  refer  to  the  whole  population  as  regards  England  and  Wales,  but  only  to  civilians  as  regards 
London  and  the  groups  of  towns.  As  the  registration  of  stillbirths  did  not  come  into  operation  until  1st 
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I  he  Coroners  (Amendment)  Act,  1926,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  May,  1927,  provided  for  the  registration  of 
deaths  on  a  certificate  of  the  Coroner  after  P.M.  without  inquest.  These  percentages  relate  therefore  to  8  months  of 
the  year  only. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Hospitals. 

SMALLPOX  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
— There  is  no  Infectious  Hospital  in  the  District,  but  an  arrange¬ 
ment  is  in  force,  whereby  cases  are  treated  in  the  Liverpool 
Infectious  diseases  Hospitals.  Patients  are  received  until  the 
Hospitals  are  full,  the  available  accommodation  being  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  District. 

TUBERCULOSIS.— Administered  by  the  County  Council. 

MATERNITY. — There  is  no  Maternity  Hospital  in  the  District, 
but  the  Liverpool  Hospitals  are  available. 

CHILDREN’S  AND  OTH ERS.— Waterloo  and  District 
General  Hospital,  also  Bootle  and  Liverpool  Hospitals. 

One  Institution  in  the  District  receives  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES.— (a)  For  Infectious  cases— 
Liverpool  Corporation  Motor  Ambulance,  (b)  For  non-infectious 
cases  and  accident  cases — Motor  Ambulances,  Bootle  Borough 
Hospital  and  West  Derby  Union. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Clinic.  Situation.  By  whom  provided. 

Maternity  &  Child  Welfare,  Town  Hall,  Waterloo.  U.D.C. 

Maternity  &  Child  Welfare,  Wesleyan  Hall,  Seaforth.  ,, 

School  Clinic,  Town  Hall,  Waterloo.  ,, 

Ophthalmic  Clinic,  Town  Hall,  Waterloo.  ,, 

Dental  Clinic,  Town  Hall,  Waterloo.  ,, 

Tonsil  &  Adenoid  Clinic,  Waterloo  General  Hospital.  ,, 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  7,  Claremont  Road.,  Seaforth. 

County  Council. 

Venereal  Diseases,  Bootle  &  Liverpool  Hospitals.  ,, 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— The 
Local  Authority  have  not  provided  any  home  nursing.  There  are 
four  Church  Committees  each  employing  a  nurse.  They  are  not 
subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 

MIDWIVES. — The  number  of  midwives  practising  in  the 
District  is  17  all  holding  the  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board, 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK.— Ten  throat  swabs  were 
examined  for  Diphtheria  by  Professor  Beattie,  City  Laboratories, 
Liverpool.  Of  these  2  were  found  to  be  positive. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE.  -  The  following  Acts  and  Bye¬ 
laws  are  in  force  in  the  District,  and  the  Council  strongly  support 
any  action  taken  under  the  provisions  : 

Local  Act.  Operative  from. 

Waterloo-with-Seaforth  Local  Board  Act,  1892...  ...  19/9/93 

General  Adoptive  Acts. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 
Museums  and  Gymnasiums  Act,  1891 
Public  Libraries  Act,  1892  ... 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907 

(parts  iii.  5,  6,  10,  ii.  4,  ix.) 

Local  Government  and  Other  Officers 

(Superannuation)  Act,  1922 
Public  Health  Act,  1925  (parts  2  to  5) 

Bye-Laws. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings... 

Nuisances 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 
Pleasure  Grounds 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — The  water  supplied  to  the  District  is  from  the 
Liverpool  Corporation  Waterworks.  There  is  a  constant  supply 
of  excellent  quality. 

STREAMS  AND  WATERCOURSES.— These  have  been 
cleansed  during  the  year  by  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  lands. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — The  sewers  and  drains 
are  in  good  condition,  and  periodically  flushed  by  the  Council’s 
Staff.  The  smoke  test  is  applied  to  the  drains  of  both  old  and 
new  property. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.— The  number  of  closets  in 
the  District  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  11,299.  All  of  these  are 
fresh  water  closets,  with  the  exception  of  9  pail  closets  in  an 
outlying  part  of  the  District. 


8/12  02 
1 6/4/98 
20/12/00 


6  3  94 

1/3/13 
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There  is  still  a  need  for  more  public  lavatory  accommodation 
in  Waterloo. 


SCAVENGING.  The  house  refuse  is  removed  in  covered 
horse  vans,  and  the  scavenging  is  done  by  the  Council’s  staff  in  an 
efficient  manner.  The  refuse  is  economically  disposed  of  by  means 
of  tipping  on  low  lying  land. 

The  Council  are  endeavouring  to  have  moveable  ashbins 
provided  in  place  of  ashpits  wherever  possible.  Considerable 
progress  was  made  during  the  year.  There  were  108  ashpits 
abolished  and  1  1  1  ashbins  provided  in  lieu  thereof,  the  work  being 
carried  out  by  owners  of  the  properties  in  compliance  with  notices 
served. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. — A  classified 
statement  of  the  number  of  premises  visited,  defects  and  nuisances 
discovered,  and  the  action  taken,  etc.,  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. — Seven  observations  were  taken 
during  the  year.  The  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black 
smoke  is  4  minutes  per  hour. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS.— 

Houses  Jet  in  Lodgings.  These  houses  which  are  registered  under 
the  Council’s  Regulations  are  visited  weekly,  912  visits  having  been 
paid  during  the  year.  There  are  118  houses  on  the  Register. 
There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  District. 

Offensive  Trade.  There  is  only  one  small  fat-melting  business 
in  Seaforth,  which  is  carried  on  without  any  nuisance. 

SCHOOLS. — The  schools  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  A 
more  detailed  statement  will  be  found  in  my  Report  as  School 
Medical  Officer.  Three  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  owing 
to  outbreaks  of  Measles  among  the  scholars,  and  the  school 
premises  were  disinfected  during  the  closure. 

Housing. 

The  Housing  question  is  still  acute  in  this  District,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  assistance  the  Council  have  given  in  subsidies  to 
encourage  building  of  houses  by  private  enterprise.  The  amount 
of  subsidies  for  1927  was  £13,079,  and  223  new  houses  were 
erected  by  local  builders.  All  the  houses  were  purchased  by  the 


occupiers,  of  whom  probably  50%  previously  resided  outside  the 
District.  I  can  repeat  what  I  stated  last  year  that  there  are  still 
however,  a  large  number  of  inhabitants  who  cannot  afford  to 
purchase  houses,  and  who  are  living  under  over-crowded  conditions. 
The  sanitary  state  of  such  houses  has  been  greatly  improved  by 
inspections  under  the  Housing  Act,  and  the  Bye-laws  relative  to 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings.  In  several  instances  where  verminous 
conditions  were  found,  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Department. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b) 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons... 

1.  Dwelling-houses. 

Inspection  : — - 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,571 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  in¬ 

spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925...  ...  ...  206 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonable  fit  for 
human  habitation...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,504 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  lit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,391 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 


223 

nil 

213 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : 

(a)  By  owners...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 

of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  5 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925:  - 

( 1  )  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-bouses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit...  ...  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(5)  Number  •  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  Orders...  ...  ...  nil 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY.  The  cowsheds  and  milkshops  within  the 
District  have  been  regularly  visited  and  the  premises  found  to  be 
in  a  good  condition.  Arrangements  have  been  completed  for 
cowkeepers  to  cool  in  special  rooms  outside  the  shippons  all  the 
milk  produced.  Attention  has  also  been  directed  in  the  handling 
and  storage  of  milk. 

Fifty-seven  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  from  persons 
selling  milk  within  the  District  and  sent  to  Professor  Beattie  for 
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bacteriological  examination.  Six  samples  were  certified  to  be 
tuberculous.  Two  of  the  samples  were  from  local  eowkeepers  and 
the  County  Veterinary  Inspector  examined  the  cows  in  each 
shippon.  In  the  first  instance  three  further  samples  were  taken 
and  all  reported  negative.  In  the  second  case,  twelve  cows  were 
examined  and  two  suspected,  four  samples  were  taken  and  after 
bacteriological  examination  reported  negative.  During  the  interval 
of  taking  the  original  sample  and  the  examination  of  the  cows  by 
the  Veterinary  Inspector,  one  cow  had  been  sent  out,  This  cow 
died  in  the  float  during  removal  and  was  sent  to  the  knackers. 

Four  samples  were  from  dairymen  in  the  County  area  and 
these  received  the  attention  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  At  Farm  No.  1  one  cow  giving  tuberculous  milk  was 
slaughtered.  The  remaining  three  samples  were  purchased  from 
separate  milk  vendors  ;  two  were  Bootle  dealers  and  one  a  local 
man,  but  they  were  all  traced  ultimately  to  have  obtained  the  milk 
from  one  source.  In  this  case  three  cows  were  found  to  be 
tuberculous  and  slaughtered.  Later  samples  reported  negative. 

MEAT,  &c. —  Food  exposed  for  sale  in  the  District  is  kept 
under  close  supervision.  All  butchers’  shops  are  visited  weekly  in 
order  to  ensure  the  strict  compliance  with  the  Public  Health 
(Meat)  Regulations.  The  managers  of  all  butchers’  shops  are 
provided  with  a  copy  of  the  Regulations  together  with  a  display 
notice  requesting  customers  not  to  handle  the  meat.  The  total 
number  of  visits  paid  to  these  premises  was  1,255.  Several 
packages  of  unsound  food  were  surrendered  and  destroyed,  and  a 
number  of  sanitary  improvements  were  carried  out  at  some  of  the 
meat  shops.  Several  of  these  shops  have  fixed  windows  provided, 
and  the  remainder  have  windows  of  the  moveable  type.  These 
latter  are  only  permitted  to  be  kept  open  when  there  is  no  risk  of 
the  meat  being  contaminated.  The  Regulations  require  the  prompt 
notification  of  the  slaughter  of  animals.  A  number  of  such 
notifications  were  received,  and  the  carcases  were  examined  as  to 
their  fitness  for  food. 

ADULTERATIONS,  &c. —  Samples  are  taken  under  the  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  the  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  and 
the  Condensed  and  Dried  Milk  Regulations  by  the  County  Police 
and  the  following  particulars  of  the  work  done  during  the  year 
have  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Superintendent  Jackson  : — 

Description  of  Samples.  No.  Purchased. 

Milk .  53 

Sugar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Condensed  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ginger  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lard ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Description  of  Samples- — continued. 
Margarine 

Tea . 

Rice . 

Jam  ... 

Butter 

Baking  Powder 

Cheese 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Cornflour 

Self-Raising  Flour  ... 
Lemon  Cheese 


No.  Purchased. 
4 

.  3 

.  1 

.  2 

.  6 

2 

.  6 

. .  3 

.  3 

.  2 

1 

.  1 

Total  ...  96 


During  the  year  1927,  one  conviction  was  recorded,  in  respect 
of  milk  samples  obtained  in  the  Waterloo-with-Seaforth  area. 


Preva’ence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED.  Nine  hundred 
and  fifty-four  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  notified  and  91 
of  these  were  removed  to  hospital.  The  number  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  last  year  was  712. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever.  Four  cases  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  occurred.  They  did  not 
crop  up  at  the  seasonal  time  of  prevalence.  As  in  the  previous 
year  water,  also  milk,  cream,  flour  and  other  foods  could  not  be 
traced  as  the  cause.  The  cases  had  no  common  food  purveyor, 
had  not  visited  similar  places  or  were  not  in  adjacent  places. 
Professor  Beattie,  Liverpool  City  Bacteriologist,  whom  I  consulted, 
told  me  Liverpool  had  ‘had  a  number  of  cases  of  the  disease  this 
year  and  last  year,  but  though  thorough  investigations  were  carried 
out  no  trace  could  be  found  as  to  the  cause  being  food  or  water. 
The  seasonal  incidence  too  was  not  that  usual  to  the  complaint  and 
the  cases  were  in  scattered  areas.  I  had  been  particularly  struck 
by  the  fact  that  Paratyphoid  had  arisen  last  year  and  this  year  also 
in  my  District  as  I  believe  in  Liverpool,  when  the  foreign  apples 
from  places  where  nigger  labour  is  employed  reached  Liverpool.  In 
many  of  these  areas  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  are  carriers  amongst 
the  black  pickers.  Such  a  thing  as  sanitary  paper  is  unknown  to 
them,  and  a  wisp  of  grass  or  leaf  takes  its  place.  Hands  get  soiled 
with  excreta,  sometimes  wiped  thereafter,  never  washed.  Apples  are 
contaminated  with  the  Paratyphoid  Bacillus  by  the  carrier  in  this 
way.  Only  one  or  a  few  such  contaminated  apples  get  in  one  box. 
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Hence  to  my  mind  the  scattered  distribution  of  the  disease. 
Professor  Beattie  agreed  the  view  was  quite  feasible  but  no  one 
had  hitherto  thought  of  it.  The  same  remark  applies  to  other 
fruit,  e.g .,  oranges.  The  only  remedy  is  the  washing  or  peeling  of 
fruit  before  eating  it.  In  each  case  it  was  easy  to  get  evidence 
that  apples  had  been  eaten  unwashed,  or  oranges  cut  and  sucked 
with  the  peel  on. 

In  the  local  hospital  a  police  constable  who  had  served  in  the 
War  1914-1919  ending  as  a  lieutenant  and  who  had  never  been 
treated  or  shewn  symptoms  of  dysentery  was  an  inmate  for  a 
period  of  5  months  suffering  from  Bacillary  Dysentery.  He  made 
an  excellent  recovery. 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles  and 
three  periods  of  school  closure  were  effected  with  beneficial  result 
which  I  attribute  to  the  knowledge  afforded  me  by  notification  of 
the  disease.  This  enabled  me  in  one  instance  to  notice  that  a 
fresh  group  of  cases  occurred  every  ten  days  in  a  school  and  by 
closing  the  Infant  Department,  which  was  affected,  just  as  a  period 
was  almost  due,  for  two  days,  viz.,  a  Thursday  and  Friday,  no 
opening  of  the  school  occurring  until  the  Monday  following,  the 
children  infected  had  then  developed  the  complaint  and  the 
outbreak  ceased. 

During  a  period  of  three  months,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
Smallpox  in  the  other  areas  of  the  County,  I  advised,  and  my 
Council  adopted,  Notification  of  Chickenpox,  which  enabled  the 
eases  to  be  visited.  Instructions  were  also  given  to  the  School 
Attendance  Officers  to  refer  all  cases  where  they  suspected 
Chickenpox  to  me.  I  then  saw  that  each  case  had  medical 
attention.  No  case  of  Infantile  Diarrhoea  was  notified  during  the 
year  which  is  a  gratifying  feature 

Articles  which  have  been  exposed  to  infection  are  disin¬ 
fected  by  means  of  a  steam  disinfector,  and  the  premises  dis¬ 
infected  by  formalin  or  sulphur.  The  number  of  houses 
disinfected  during  the  year  was  295,  and  of  these  23  were  carried 
out  for  the  purpose  of  disinfestation. 
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The  following  tables  indicate  the  locality  and  age  periods 
respectively  of  the  cases  notified. 


Disease 

Waterloo 

Seaforth 

Totals 

Cases 

Hem  ovals 

Cases 

Removals 

Cases 

Removals 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

32 

20 

40 

24 

72 

44 

Diphtheria 

6 

5 

22 

IS 

28 

23 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

— - 

4 

- — 

Erysipelas 

5 

1 

9 

4 

14 

5 

Ophthalmia  X  eon  a  tor  u m 

2 

1 

4 

1 

6 

2 

Pneumonia 

19 

3 

25 

7 

44 

10 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

■ — 

2 

2 

4 

2 

Measles  ... 

249 

■ — 

413 

5 

662 

5 

Tuberculosis 

38 

— - 

41 

— 

79 

- — 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

■ — 

1 

— 

1 

— - 

Chicken  pox  (3  months) 

6 

- — 

34 

40 

■ — • 

Total 

362 

30 

592 

61 

954 

91 
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TUBERCULOSIS.-  Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1912,  79  eases  were  notified  to  be  suffering  from  this 
disease.  There  were  32  deaths  during  the  year,  and  out  of  these 
there  were  only  2  non-notified  eases. 


The  following  brief  report  of  Sanitorium  benefit,  etc.,  under 
the  Lancashire  County  Council  to  residents  in  Waterloo-with- 
Seaforth  has  been  supplied  by  Dr.  Laird  :  — 


First  Examinations. 


Re-examinations. 


Waterloo  ...  44  Waterloo 

Seaforth  ...  59  Seaforth 


219 

315 


103 


534 


One  hundred  and  fifteen  sputum  examinations  were  made  in 
connection  with  patients  in  these  districts,  and  eighty-nine  exam¬ 
inations  were  made  under  X-rays. 

Apart  from  cases  which  were  in  Institutions  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  51  were  admitted  between  the  1st  January  and  the 
31st  December,  1927. 

In  addition  to  the  patients  seen  at  the  Dispensary  others  were 
see  at  their  homes  by  myself  when  they  were  unable  to  attend  at 
the  Dispensary.  The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  also  paid 
numerous  visits  to  patients  at  their  homes  for  purposes  of  super¬ 
vision. 

The  closest  co-operation  has  been  maintained  between  the 
local  Health  Department  and  the  dispensary  organisation  in 
matters  relating  to  visitation  of  patients  and  disinfection  of 
clothing  and  premises  occupied  by  notified  patients.  Local 
practitioners  too  have  readily  availed  themselves  of  the  services  of 
the  Dispensary  staff.” 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


CASES 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Deaths 

N  u  m  her 
Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

6 

4 

2 

5 

1 

23 


m 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  nor  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 
Section  62. 


Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1927. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pul  monary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pul  mona  rv 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M . 

F- 

Years 

0—1  . 

1—5 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

5—10  . 

4 

4 

1 

1 

— 

10  15  . 

1 

2 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  . 

4 

8 

2 

— - 

3 

— 

— 

1 

20—25  . 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

25 — 35 

8 

1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

— 

1 

35—45 

6 

2 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

1 

45—55 

7 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

- — 

1 

55—65 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards  ... 

1 

. _  .  j 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Totals 

36 

23 

10 

10 

14 

1  1 

2 

5 

59 

20 

25 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907.— Under  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  569  births  were  notified  during 
1927.  Of  the  births  notified,  404  were  visited.  Six  cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  these 
were  kept  under  supervision,  and  in  this  connection  28  visits  were 
paid.  Eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  re-visits  were  made  to  infants 
under  one  year,  and  2,204  to  infants  from  one  to  five  years  of  age, 
and  whenever  considered  necessary  the  patients  were  advised  to 
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obtain  medical  aid.  Six  hundred  and  forty-one  special  visits  were 
made  to  the  children.  In  connection  with  ante-natal  work,  there 
were  133  v  isits  and  132  re-visits.  Enquiries  were  made  regarding 
14  still-births. 

INFANT  CONSULTATION  AND  MATERNITY 
CLINIC. — This  clinic  was  inaugurated  in  February,  1917,  and 
there  have  been  this  year  : 

244  infant  consultations  and  292  re-consultations. 

60  ante-natal  consultations  and  19  re-consultations. 

8  post-natal  consultations  and  7  re-consultations. 

I  referred  26  children  to  the  Waterloo  and  District  General 
Hospital  for  treatment  for  Phimosis  during  the  year. 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  mothers  seeking  ante¬ 
natal  consultations,  which  is  a  pleasureable  feature,  as  quite  a 
number  were  referred  on  account  of  contracted  pelvis  to  hospital 
for  confinement.  It  enabled  advice  to  be  given  to  others  suffering 
from  carious  teeth,  varicose  veins,  etc.  I  feel  sure  that  in  more 
than  one  such  instance  death  of  a  mother  or  child  or  both  was 
avoided. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES.— The  average  attendance 
at  the  Waterloo  and  Seaforth  Centres  for  the  past  twelve  months 
has  been  40  and  58  respectively.  A  lecture  is  delivered  weekly  at 
each  Centre,  and  the  mothers  instructed  in  ante-natal,  post-natal, 
and  infant  care  and  complaints,  the  value  of  fresh  air,  sunlight, 
proper  dietary,  regular  hours  of  feeding  and  sleep,  appropriate 
clothing  and  the  preparation,  selection  and  cooking  of  cheap 
nutritious  foods.  On  each  occasion  the  new  babies  are  stripped 
and  weighed,  and  the  routine  weighing  of  all  babies  is  continued  ; 
records  of  the  weights  are  charted  and  kept  for  reference  in  the 
Clinic,  a  copy  being  also  given  to  the  mother.  The  making  of 
garments  for  young  children  is  encouraged,  and  ladies  of  the 
District  attend  voluntarily  each  week  to  assist  the  mothers  in 
choosing  material  and  cutting  out  garments,  which  are  mostly 
handsewn  whilst  the  mothers  are  listening  to  the  lecture. 

The  Penny  Savings  Bank  is  a  great  help  to  the  mothers. 
During  the  Bank  year  ended  November,  1927,  586  transactions 
have  been  made,  and  the  balance  due  to  depositors  amounted 
£54  5s.  7d. 


The  ladies  of  the  Waterloo- with- Seaforth  Health  Society 
have  done  most  excellent  work  as  regards  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare.  During  the  year  the  Society  have  given  assistance  to 
474  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  519  children  under  one- 
and-a-half  years  of  age.  2,963  gallons  of  milk  have  been  supplied. 
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Each  case  has  been  personally  and  regularly  visited,  and  the 
circumstances  entered  into  by  ladies  of  the  Committee.  Glaxo, 
Ambrosia,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt,  and  Virol  are  supplied  at  cost 
price.  Umbilical  belts  were  supplied  to  two  babies  and  a  truss  for 
one  mother.  The  maternity  bags  have  been  lent  out  as  required. 

The  Centres  are  greatly  appreciated  and  are  accomplishing 
valuable  work. 


Artificial  Sunlight  Treatment. —  Forty-three  infants  attending 
the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  recommended  by  me  for  treat¬ 
ment  by  Artificial  Sunlight  during  the  year.  The  cases  were 
voluntarily  treated  by  Dr.  J.  Cussons  Hepton  at  his  residence. 

These  children  made  294  attendances.  The  treatment  greatly 
benefits  marasmic,  rickety  and  weakly  children  when  coupled  with 
proper  dietetic  advice  and  appropriate  treatment. 

POOR  LAW  RELIEF. — The  amount  of  out-relief  paid  by 
the  West  Derby  Union  in  the  Township  of  Waterloo-with-Seaforth 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1927,  was: — 


Ordinary  Out- Door  Relief. 

Waterloo  £1,751  8  11  Seaforth  £2,713  3  3 

Unemployed  Relief. 

£1,245  3  0  Seaforth  £2,467  19  0 


Waterloo 


3 


0 
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Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

4 

I 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 

52 

5 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

3 

— 

Total . 

59 

6 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Defects 


Pa  rticulars 

(1) 

Fou  lid 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

11 

9 

Want  of  ventilation  ... 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  ... 

— 

- — 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

— 

— - 

Other  nuisances 

4 

4 

Sanitary  accommodation — 
Insufficient  ... 

1 

1 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  101)  ... 

Other  offences  ... 

30 

30 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Workshops 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921) 

Total  . 

48 

46 

1  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


May,  1928, 


V.  J.  GLOVER,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Sanitary  inspector’s  Annual  Report, 

1927. 


Town  Hall,  Waterloo, 

May,  1928. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

oe  the  Urban  District  Council 
( )  E  W A T E  R  L O O  - W ITH  -  S  E A FO  RT  H . 


xMr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  in  the 
Sanitary  Department  during  the  past  year,  together  with  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  nuisances  abated  and  improvements  affected  thereby. 

Inspection  of  the  District. 

During  the  year  1,671  inspections  Mere  made  of  properties  in 
the  District. 

The  smoke  test  has  been  applied  277  times  to  house  drains 
and  many  defects  were  discovered  which  would  not  have  been 
found  out  by  a  superficial  examination.  Sixty-seven  were  retests. 
Seven  of  the  tests  were  at  the  expense  of  the  occupiers  who  were 
desirous  of  knowing  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  in 
which  they  were  interested.  After  the  examination  a  report 
was  sent  to  the  persons  who  requested  the  application  of  the  test. 


Notices,  etc.,  Served. 

Eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  preliminary  notices  with 
respect  to  various  nuisances  found  in  the  course  of  inspection  were 
served  upon  the  owners  or  occupiers,  most  of  which  received 
prompt  attention.  In  199  instances  nuisances  were  reported  to 
the  Health  Committee,  and  statutory  notices  ordered  to  be  served. 
It  was  found  necessary  to  issue  130  statutory  notices.  In  five 
instances  the  Council  did  the  work  in  default,  and  charged  the 
owners  with  the  cost.  The  various  premises  were  visited  during 
the  progress  of  the  work,  with  the  object  of  seeing  that  the  notices 
were  complied  with,  the  number  of  such  re-inspections  being  2,924. 
On  several  occasions  during  the  year  I  had  to  report  default  of 
compliance  to  abate  nuisances  to  the  Solicitor  and  by  his  action 
police  court  proceedings  were  avoided. 
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Housing  Act,  1925,  Sec.  3. 

During  the  year  206  houses,  in  9  streets  were  inspected,  and 
a  large  number  of  re-inspections,  visits  to  property  with  owners 
and  contractors,  and  inspections  of  work  in  progress  were  made. 
There  has  been  good  progress,  and  a  large  number  of  sanitary 
improvements  have  been  carried  out.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
preliminary  notices  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  13  statutory 
notices  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 


The  defects  most  commonly  found,  which  are  grouped  under 
the  heading  “  repairs  to  structures  ”  in  the  appended  list,  consisted 
of  defective  house  roofs,  defective  pointing  to  house  walls,  defective 
plastering  to  walls  and  ceilings,  and  defective  skylight  window- 
frames.  These  defects  numbered  362.  At  each  house  inspected 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  the  smoke  test  was  applied  to  the 
drains,  leading  to  the  discovery  of  161  defects.  In  addition  drains 
and  ventilating  pipes  were  found  to  be  choked  in  28  instances. 

A  complete  list  of  the  defects  is  appended. 


No.  of 
Defects 
fou  nd 

No.  of 
Defects 
remedied 

Premises  requiring  repairs  to  structure,  including 
internal  plastering,  defective  ceilings,  roofs,  sky- 

lights,  walls,  etc. 

362 

289 

Defective  windows,  including  frames,  sash-cords 

and  reveals 

276 

213 

Premises  requiring  cleansing  or  lime-washing 

30 

24 

Sleeping  rooms,  ventilation  insufficient 

38 

17 

Choked  ventilating  pipes 

28 

34 

Defective  drains  and  ventilating  pipes 

161 

174 

Defective  closets 

94 

78 

Defective  waste  pipes  and  sinks 

23 

19 

Defective  ashbins 

1 1 

14 

Defective  yard,  kitchen  and  wash-house  pavements 

102 

77 

Defective  gutters  and  rainwater  pipes 

53 

70 

Ashpits  require  abolishing 

25 

33 

Defective  washing  boilers 

37 

434 

Dangerous  and  defective  stair  steps... 

7 

2 

Defective  chimneys  and  fireplaces  ... 

72 

49 

Defective  closet  flush  pipes  and  putty  joints 

68 

82 

Defective  cisterns 

7 

15 

Broken  grids  to  gullies 

50 

38 

Defective  door-frames,  doors,  etc.  ... 

79 

51 

Defective  waterpipes  and  taps 

13 

1 

Intercepting  traps  fixed  on  house  drains 

19 

10 

Defective  brickwork  to  yard  walls  ... 

18 

11 

Defective,  dirty,  uncovered  water  storage  cisterns 

14 

11 

29 


Flushing  of  House  Drains. 


The  Surveyor  has  furnished 
work  done  in  his  department  in 
house  drains. 


the  following  particulars  of  the 
connection  with  the  flushing  of 


In  820  instances  drains  were  found  to  he  in  a  choked 
condition  and  781  were  cleared  by  the  flushers  at  time  of  visit. 
Where  structural  defects  were  found  a  reference  was  made  to  the 
Sanitary  Department,  the  number  of  such  references  being  85. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  : 


Number  of  houses  visited 

,,  yard  closets  flushed 

,,  yard  gullies  flushed 

,,  gallons  of  water  used 

,,  references  to  Sanitary  Dept. 


4,258 

3,638 

9,678 

2,133,000 

85 


Examination  of  Food. 

During  the  year  1  submitted  57  samples  of  milk  to  Professor 
Beattie  for  bacteriological  examination.  Twenty-two  samples  were 
obtained  from  local  sources,  35  from  persons  residing  outside  the 
District. 

The  bacillus  coli  communis  was  present  in  48  samples,  and  in 
the  worse  cases  the  vendors  were  warned.  Six  samples  were 
certified  to  be  tuberculosis,  and  have  been  reported  upon  by  Dr. 
Glover.  Subsequent  samples  obtained  from  the  vendors  were 
certfied  to  be  non-tuberculous. 


Inspection  of  Food. 

During  the  year  1,255  visits  were  made  to  butchers’  shops. 
Six  new  shops  were  opened,  bringing  the  total  number  on  the 
register  to  40.  In  each  instance  the  shop  managers  were  inter¬ 
viewed,  and  copies  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  were 
issued  to  them.  In  addition  managers  of  the  new  shops  were 
notified  as  to  ventilation  of  premises,  cleanliness  of  premises  and 
utensils,  and  protection  of  meat  from  contamination  by  flies  and 
dust. 


The  following  defects  were  discovered  at  meat  shops  and  were 
remedied : — Premises  requiring  limewashing  5.  Choked  and 
defective  drains  3.  Defective  or  insufficient  ashbins  and  receptacles 
for  trimmings  7, 
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A  noticeable  feature  during  the  year  has  been  the  installation 
at  a  number  of  butchers’  shops  of  electric  refrigerators,  chiefly  of 
the  “  Frigidair  ”  type,  These  refrigerators  are  a  decided  improve¬ 
ment  upon  the  old-fashioned,  and  very  often  insanitary,  iceboxes, 
and  are  of  considerably  greater  utility,  capable  of  being  put  into 
use  as  soon  as  required,  not  being  dependent  upon  supplies  of  ice, 
a  variable  factor,  and  capable  of  giving  a  temperature  which  can 
be  both  registered  and  regulated. 


The  following  unsound  food  was  surrendered  and  destroyed: — 
Beef  114  lbs.  Beef  in  pickle  61  lbs.  Mutton  42  lbs.  Sausage 
9  lbs.  Fish  42  lbs.  Fruit  and  milk  1 1  tins. 


Petroleum  Spirit. 

During  the  year,  twenty-one  licences  were  issued  to  store 
petroleum  spirit. 

Control  of  Infectious  Disease. 

136  first  visits,  and  208  re-visits  have  been  paid  to  houses 
where  infectious  disease  occurred.  Enquiries  were  made  into  each 
case  150  intimations  were  sent  to  Head  Teachers  regarding  school 
children  from  houses  where  there  was  infectious  disease,  and  in 
every  case  milk  dealers  were  notified. 

295  rooms  at  dwelling-houses  were  disinfected  and  cleansed, 
papers  being  scraped  from  off  the  walls  wherever  necessary.  In 
five  instances  rooms  were  scraped  by  order  of  the  Council  in 
default  of  notices  served.  The  schoolrooms  at  two  schools  were 
disinfected  after  closure  for  Measles. 

Disinfecting  fluid  has  been  given  to  the  ratepayers  when 
infectious  disease  occurred  in  their  homes. 

The  disinfecting  apparatus  was  used  441  times,  5,310  articles 
of  bedding,  etc.,  being  disinfected,  and  80  articles  were  destroyed 
at  the  request  of  the  owners  304  library  books  were  disinfected. 

Public  Elementary  Schools. 

The  smoke-test  was  applied  to  the  drains  of  all  the  Public 
Elementary  Schools  in  the  district,  and  the  sanitary  fittings  were 
examined.  Reports  of  the  conditions  found  were  sent  to  the  school 
managers,  and  the  various  defects  discovered  were  remedied  during 
the  summer  vacation.  The  drains  at  the  schools  were  flushed  by 
the  Council’s  staff. 
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Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milkshops. 

The  cowsheds,  dairies,  and  milkshops  have  been  regularly 
visited,  and  I  have  found  them  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Five 
applications  to  he  registered  as  cowkeepers  or  purveyors  of  milk 
have  been  received,  and  all  were  granted  after  an  inspection  of  the 
premises. 

Three  licences  and  two  supplementary  licences  were  issued  to 
retail  “  Certified  Milk  ’’  in  the  District. 

There  are  47  names  of  cowkeepers  or  purveyors  of  milk  on 
the  Register,  to  whom  246  visits  have  been  made. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  came  into  operation  in 
October,  1927.  All  cowkeepers  have  provided  cooling  rooms 
outside  their  shippons  and  in  two  instances  arrangements  are 
being  made  to  improve  the  lighting  and  ventilation  of  two  of  the 
older  shippons.  Automatic  drinking  bowls  for  the  cows  have  been 
fixed  in  two  shippons.  Generally  there  is  an  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  shippons  and  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
cowkeepers  and  dairymen  to  produce  a  clean  milk  supply. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

The  factories,  workshops,  workplaces  and  laundries  in  the 
District  have  been  inspected,  58  visits  being  made. 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  eleven  workrooms  required  lime- 
washing  or  cleansing,  and  in  four  instances  the  floors  were  dirty. 

Notices  were  given  to  abate  four  nuisances  at  workshop 
premises,  and  all  received  attention  from  owners  or  occupiers. 

Seven  notices  were  received  from  the  Factory  Inspector 
relative  to  occupation  and  insanitary  conditions  at  these  premises. 

Home  Work. 

The  usual  lists  of  outworkers  residing  in  the  district  have  been 
received,  the  homes  were  visited  and  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory 

state. 


Bakehouses, 

The  bakehouses  have  been  visited,  and  found  to  be  in  a 
sanitary  condition.  In  30  instances  the  cleansing  of  walls  and 
ceilings  of  rooms  had  not  been  done  :  also  four  nuisances  were 
found  at  bakehouse  premises.  All  these  matters  received 
attention.  One  notice  of  occupation  of  a  new  bakehouse  sent  in. 
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One  bakehouse  had  the  light  and  ventilation  improved,  and 
new  sinks  were  fixed  at  several  others. 


Hou  ses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

During  the  year  28  houses  were  added  to  the  register  and  9 
were  removed,  the  total  number  at  the  end  of  the  year  being  118. 

Nine  hundred  and  twelve  inspections  of  these  premises  were 
made.  Space  sheets  and  copies  of  the  bye-laws  were  served  upon 
the  chief  occupiers  of  all  newly  registered  houses,  and  126  rooms 
were  measured  up  for  cubic  air  space. 

On  the  whole,  sub-let  houses  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a  clean 
condition,  possibly  owing  to  their  regular  inspection.  As  in 
previous  years,  where  conditions  of  uncleanliness  were  found, 
these  were  in  nearly  all  instances  in  houses  where  overcrowding 
was  prevalent.  In  dealing  with  such  cases,  care  is  taken  to 
discriminate  between  houses  which  are  really  dirty  and  those 
which  are  untidy.  There  are  numerous  cases  of  housewives 
living  in  small  houses  with  large  families  where  the  latter  con¬ 
ditions  are  found,  and  here  it  is  found  that  a  few  words  of 
encouragement  produce  far  better  results  than  the  more  drastic 
action  taken  with  the  genuine  ‘  dirty  tenant.” 

Of  the  118  houses  on  the  register,  35  or  29%  were  found  to 
have  sleeping  rooms  occupied  by  a  greater  number  of  persons  than 
is  permitted  by  the  the  Council’s  bye-laws.  Twenty-seven  houses 
had  a  single  room  overcrowded,  and  in  8  houses  2  rooms  were 
overcrowded,  the  total  number  of  overcrowded  sleeping  rooms 
being  43.  Thirty-three  rooms  were  overcrowded  to  the  extent  of 
1  person,  7  rooms  to  the  extent  of  2  persons,  1  room  was  over¬ 
crowded  by  3  persons  and  2  rooms  by  4  persons. 

The  following  breaches  of  the  Council’s  bye-laws  were 
discovered  and  remedied  : — 

Non-separation  of  sexes  9.  Dirty  state  of  floors,  bedding, 
etc.  26. 

In  addition,  number  of  notices  were  served  on  owners 
requesting  the  remedying  of  a  number  of  sanitary  defects.  These 
notices  were  complied  with. 


M 
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Legal  Proceedings  and  Results. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceeding  as 
follows : — 


Date 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Act  or  Order  under 
which  proceedings 
were  instituted 

Result 

March 

Insufficient  ashpit 

Section  36,  P.H.A., 

Council  provided  a 

accom  modation 

1875 

bin  and  charged 

April 

Insufficient  ashpit 

owners  with  cost 

accommodation 

do. 

do. 

May 

Insufficient  ashpit 
accommodation 

do. 

do. 

Oct. 

Insufficient  ashpit 
accommodation 

do. 

do. 

House  Refuse. 

The  removal  of  the  contents  of  ashpits,  ashbins  and  shop 
refuse  is  carried  out  in  an  efficient  manner  by  the  Council’s  own 
staff,  the  refuse  being  placed  in  covered  vans,  for  disposal  at  the 
tip.  The  ashbins  are  emptied  weekly,  with  the  exception  of  about 
300  in  the  larger  houses  at  an  easy  distance  from  the  tip,  which 
are  emptied  twice  a  week.  Refuse  is  removed  from  shops  three 
times  a  week. 

The  number  of  emptyings  of  pits  and  bins  for  the  year  is 
329,304. 

1,000^  loads  of  ashpit  refuse. 

4,648  loads  of  ashbin  refuse. 

676  loads  of  shop  refuse. 


6,324£  Total. 
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Summary  of  Work  of  Department. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1671 

Number  of  houses  re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2924 

Number  of  visits  to  workshops,  factories  and  outworkers  ...  ...  58 

Number  of  visits  to  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Number  of  visits  to  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milk  shops  ...  ...  ...  246 

Number  of  visits  to  petrol  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Number  of  visits  to  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  visits  to  sub-let  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  912 

Number  of  tuberculosis  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

Number  of  times  smoke  test  applied  to  house  drains  ...  ...  ...  277 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  875 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Number  of  visits  to  offensive  trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Samples  of  milk  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  57 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  reported  upon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  875 

Number  of  notices  served  to  strip  and  cleanse  walls  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  rooms  fumigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  295 

Number  of  times  Disinfecting  Apparatus  used  ...  ...  ...  ...  441 

Articles  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  5310 

Number  of  intimations  of  infectious  disease  sent  to  schools  ...  ...  150 

Number  of  visits  to  meat  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1255 


Details  of  Sanitary  Improvements  effected 

during  the  Year. 

DRAINS. 

Drains  choked — opened  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Defective  drainage,  reconstructed,  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  46 

Intercepting  traps  fixed ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Inlet  ventilation  provided  to  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Gullies  fixed  in  lieu  of  defective  gullies  or  masons’  traps  ...  ...  6 

Gratings  provided  to  existing  gullies ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Choked  closets  opened  and  cleansed ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Closet  basins  and  traps  substituted  for  defective  ones  ...  ...  ...  45 

Closets  supplied  with  a  sufficient  supply  of  water...  ...  .  .  ...  81 

Defective  connection  of  flush  pipes  to  closets  made  good  ...  ...  82 

Defective  closet  cisterns  repaired  or  replaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Defective  closet  walls,  roofs,  floors,  &c. ,  made  good  ...  ...  ...  154 

Closet  apartments  lime  washed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Foul  closets  and  Urinals  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  flush  pipes  made  good  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Closet  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Insanitary  closet  fixtures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

SOIL  PIPES. 

Joints  of  soil  pipes  made  gas-tight  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Defective  drains  from  soil  or  ventilating  pipes  made  good  ...  ...  41 

Ventilating  pipe  connections  with  drains  made  good  ...  ...  ...  4 

Soil  and  ventilating  pipes  made  good  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Ventilating  pipes  choked — obstructions  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Defective  connections  of  closet  traps  and  soil  pipes  made  good...  ...  43 
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WASTE  PIPES. 

Defective  waste  pipes  trapped  or  made  good  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Choked  waste  pipes  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  salt-glazed  stoneware  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  washbasins  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Premises  supplied  with  water  for  domestic  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Defective  water  pipes  and  taps  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Water  storage  cisterns  covered  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

References  re  waste  of  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Defective  cylinders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

FILTHY  AND  DILAPIDATED  PREMISES. 

Foul  houses,  walls,  &c.,  stripped  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Filthy  house  floors  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,..  ...  30 

Defective  plastering  and  ceilings  made  good  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 

Defective  roofs  made  water-tight  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  291 

Defective  rain  water  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  made  good...  ...  ...  159 

Choked  rain  water  pipes  and  eaves  spouting  cleared  ...  ...  ...  14 

Defective  house  walls  re-pointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

Defective  house  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Defective  window-sashes  re-hung  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  229 

Defective  pointing  to  window  frames  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Defective  fireplaces,  flues,  and  chimney  stacks  ...  ...  ...  ...  155 

Defective  back  yard  walls  made  good  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Ventilation  to  sleeping  rooms  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Defective  doors,  frames  and  stairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

ASHPITS. 

Foul  ashpits  abolished  or  disused  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Galvanized  iron  bins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

Premises  provided  with  ash  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  ash  bins  replaced  or  made  good  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  327 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Surfaces  of  yards  repaired  or  repaved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Nuisances  from  improper  keeping  of  animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  6 

Accumulations  of  offensive  matter  removed...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Defective  middensteads...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  washing  boilers  and  brickwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Defective  sculleries  and  washhouses ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  H.  CANNELL, 

Mem.  Assoc.  San.  Inspectors;  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


% 


